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' Miss 
By Jimmy G, McGee, 


East McComb Baptist Church 
It was a first-time experience for me, working in a missions adventure in 
Rhodesia for three weeks. My life and that of my family as well as that of my power, 
entire church family has been greatly enriched. . i 
I was excited about the late invitation to participate in this pilot stewardship wi sympathy with political forces. The purpose of 
emphasis. I was even more thrilled about the spur-of-the-moment positive re- Rhodesian Baptists assume the 
sponse of my church. They were greatly concerned over térrorist activity but fi 
devinely impressed with this unusual opportunity to minister directly in « ’ 
Rhodesia. As in the case of each participant, my church granted the leave and yati and “flying cli 
financed the trip. 40 12 at Sanyati and at the 
For 18 years as a pastor, I’ve been enthusiastic about the Cooperative am i 
and mission specials. I have participated in missions weék at Ridgec: and 
Glorieta, in world mission conferences, and in local church mission days. To be 
on the foreign field, to work with our missionaries and national pastors; and to 
enjoy the fellowship of Rhodesian Baptists has certainly adjusted upward my 
missions interest. 
Reflecting on missionaries and mission support, I am pleased to be a Southern 
Baptist! The missionaries with whom I was privileged to work are well provided . 
for. The missionary homes are well situated, attractive, comfortable, and fur- but they go about their work with calm aii assurance that God is in control. 
nished with all the convefiiences of our homes. Their salary and benc‘its are Me a a ae Oe eremeries’ GE Party o visiting pastors had 
ample for comfort. They have good facilitiesgnd tools with which to work. Secure . no anxiety because of the missioanaries é . es y é 
in these things, our missionaries are freed to minister effectively. For all this, I I have mentioned the ample provision We Southern Baptists make for our 
am proud to be a supporter of Southern Baptist Foreign Missions! missionaries. However, you can be sure it cost something to be a missionary in Jimmy McGee, pastor of East McComb Baptist Church, gives new collection 
Our missionaries are working with wisdom, skill, and dedication. I was impre- pearing at Sanyati, and she mentioned plates to the pastor’s wife at Rugare Baptist Church in Salisbury, 
ssed with the scintillating personality and obvious preparedness of every rfiis- € school at the age of 9.1 watched as was one of 16 men to go to Rhodesia from the U. S. to lead in 
sionary with whom I had contact. _- : the mission guest house in Salisbury of stewardship campaigns. The 
Our missionaries work with wisdom in their basic purpose of introducing - where we were staying. It was their : with 16 year-old sons before ti 
people to Christ as Saviour and guiding them into maturity. Rhodesia is in (Continued on page 2) r 4 
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he modulated with Friar Tuck. ee 
Friar Tuck is otherwise known as Wayne Nelson, pastor. 
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Personal problems are never discussed over the air, he says, since it has 
more or less replaced the party-line telephone as a medium for conversa- 
“Peter Th eatereish the lene ab “ny tens” tetteatimo giannis 
Says. 
Immediate identification as a preacher would, he believes, spoil his 
opportunity to develop a rapport with handles (or broadcasters). 
"Remember neo Your bs" is tha way his CB cuntacte hovel angen 
“Pray me.” 
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Mississippi Contributes To - 
Seminary Extension Records 


NASHVILLE — Mississippi contri- 
buted 464 students, 581 course enroll- 
ments and 18 extension centers to the 
all-time record statistics in the 1975-76 
academic year of the Seminary Ex- 
tension Department of the six South- 
ern Baptist theological seminaries. 
Mississippi was in the top four nation- 
ally in all categories. 

During the past year, the Seminary 
Extension Department totaled 8,449 
students, 11,750 course enrollments, 
and 292 extension centers throughout 
the United States, and has shown large 


Johnson Elected 


Foundation Head 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Hollis E. 
Johnson III, a Nashville banking 
executive, has been elected executive 
secretary - treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Foundation here, i 
Kendall Berry, who retires Dec. 31. 

Johnson, 41, will join the Foundation 
staff Nov. 1 as executive secretary- 
treasurer elect to work with Berry dur- 


tive officer, according to D. Frank 
Cole, president of the Foundation’s 


A native of Nashville, Johnson has 
been employed at First American Na- 
tional Bank for 17 years and is cur- 


growth percentages. 

Nationally, students went up 26 per- 
cent over 1974-75 and 70 percent over 
1972-73, course enrollments increased 
30.7 percent over 1974-75 and 68.5 per- 
cent over the past four years (since 
1972-73 year), and extension centers 
rose 26.9 percent over last year and 40 
percent over the past four years. 

During the 1974-75 year, Mississippi 
had 311 students, 377 course enroll- 
ments and seven centers. Four years 
ago, the state convention contributéd 
203 students, 252 course enrollments, 
and eight centers. 

A breakdown nationally shows 6,689 
students and 9,735 course enrollments 


and Texas had 991, 1,671, and 24 re- 
spectively. 

Others in the top five included 
Florida, third each in students (490) 


Church Tax 


widespread 
lapse of existing tax exemption 
.”” according to Andrew Lei 


and in enrollments (685) ; Mississippi 
fourth each in students (464) and en. 
rollments (581) and tied for third in 
centers (18) with Ohio; and Missouri, 
fifth in all categories (451 students, 564 
enrollments, and 15 centers). 

Raymond M. Ridgon, Seminary Ex. 
tension Department Director, said the 
department, which has gaisted ap- 
proval of the National Home Study In- 
stitute and the National University 
‘Extension Association, has a goal of 
reaching church leaders not able to 
enréll ‘for residence study in a semi- 
nary or feturn for-continuing educa- 
tion 


“As Southern Baptists are prepar- 
ing for the Bold Mission Thrust, de- 
signed to evangelize the United States 
and stimulate church growth, Semi- 
nary Extension wants to help back up 
the effort by providing continuing 
quality education for pastors and 
others who will lead in the move 
ment,” Ridgon said. ‘Our department 
is working actively with several de- 
partments at the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board in helping them 
incorporate Seminary Extension 
materials in the Bold Mission Thrust 
effort.” 


Joint Committee 
Names Hastey 


(Continued from page 1) 


and grew up in Mexico. He was gradu- 
ated from Oklahoma Baptist Universi- 
ty, Shawnee, and earned his doctor of 
philosophy degree at Southern Baptist 
Seminary in 1973. 


The Baptist Joint Committee last 
sponsored a religious liberty confer- 


’ ence in 1972. Fifteen such conferences 


have been held. 


The 1977 conference, Oct. 3-5 in 
Washington, D. C., will deal with ‘‘Ta- 
xation and the Free Exercise of Relig- 
ion.’’ In 1960, the subject of the confer- 
ence was ‘Churches and American 
Tax Policy.’ Government policy on 
taxation of churches is again a rising 
problem and a new study of the issue is 
needed, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee. 


James E. Wood Jr., executive direc- 
tor, announced the publication of 
“Baptist and the American Experi- 
ence,” a compilation of essays pre- 
sented to the National Bicentennial 
Convocation sponsored by the Baptist 
Joint Committee in January of this 
year. 


The book, examines the role of Bap- 
tists in the making of the nation and in 
the struggle for human rights and re- 
ligious liberty. 


Exemption Crisis Looms 


state legislature acts to put reasonable. 
limits on tax exemptions and thereby 
relieve taxpayers of increasinly into- 
lerable burdens. 

“Religious tax exemptions,” Gunn 
went on, ‘‘are an complex 
affair. They apply to federal and state 
income taxes, and state and local sales 
and property taxes. Policies vary 
widely from state to state. Involved in 
exemption policies are properties used 
for worship, education, health and 


religious organizations exceeds $117 


billion and total religious organization 
income from all sources tops $20 bill- 
10n. 
“The Supreme Court ruled in the 
Walz case in 1970 that religious organi- 
zation tax exemptions are neither re- 
quired nor prohibited by the U.S. Con- 
stitution’s First Amendment, but are a 


running out.”” 
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Minneapolis (BP) — To free its 
constituency from excessive costs in 
the funeral industry and to serve 
families wanting to bury loved ones 
according to strict Jewish law and 
tradition, a synagogue here was ar- 
ranged to handle deaths on its own. 
(The survivors pay only for the plot 
and opening and closing of the grave.) 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) — The U. 
S. Supreme Court has declined tote- 


) World Of Religion 


and the Honpa Hongwanji ( Buddhist) 
Mission. The dialogue drew about 60 


participants—half Baptist, half 
Buddhist—to the day-and-a-half meet- 
ing, held in one of the temples of the 
Buddhist Mission and in Nuuanu Bap- 
tist Church in Honolulu. 


New York (RNS) — The American 
Bible Society has announced that the 
Good News Bible, a major new trans- 
lation of the Bible in English, will be - 


consider its July 2 decision which up>). published Dec. 1. The Good Néws Bible 


held death penalty laws in Georgia, 
Texas and Florida. 


New York (RNS) — At least 28 filled 
and 10 unfilled positions are being cut 
from the United Presbyterian Church 
payroll because of projected budget 
reductions. Chief reason for the reduc- 
tion of the 1977 budgets to $28.3 million 
from the $31.8 million for 1976 is a pro- 
jected decline of almost $2.5 million in 
congregational giving for UPC na- 
tional and overseas projects and ac- 
tivities. 


Washington (BP)— U. S. Rep. 
Donald M. Fraser (D.-Minn) and the 
Subcommittee on International Or- 
ganizations which he chairs continues 
to investigate alleged Korean CIA Ac- 
tivity in the United States and possible 
connections with Sun Myung Moon and 
the Unification Church. 


Honolulu (BP) — The first dialogue 
between Southern Baptists and Buddh- 
ists was held here under joint sponsor- 
ship of the Hawaii Baptist Convention 


completes a project which began with 
the publication in 1966 of the Today’s 
English New Testament, Good News 
for Modern Man. More than 50 million 
copies of Good News had been circu- 
lated since 1966. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Religion, 
living a moral life, working to change 
society and money ranked low am 
“personal values,” according to a sur- 
vey of 1,000 basic trainees made at the 
Air Force’s Lackland Training Center~- 
in Texas. 

New York (RNS)—A “guide to non- 
sexist interpretation of the Bible” has 
been published by Westminster Press 
for the Division of Education and 
Ministry of the National Council of 
Churches. 


Moscow (RNS) — Moscow Jews 
were allowed to celebrate in the street 
outside the Moscow city synagogue 
after the Jewish Rosh Hashanah ser- 


vice on Sept. 24, Western newsmen. re-..:. .. 


ported. In 1975, police prevented the 
street celebration. 


od 


Mountains community of Liberty, N. welfare projects, recreation, and may not involve itself in mat- i 
Y., recently could be the ‘shot heard summer camps, and income from do- ters, attention to abuses of religious ; 
round the world’ of such a tax revolt,” nations, sales, lotteries, stocks and tax exemptions must be paid by legis- { 
Gunn added. “‘The amodnt of tax bonds, and businesses. According toa ators, citizens, and religious : 
exempt of Sullivan County, recent book, The by before overtaxed wage-earners and : 
N.Y., from 15% in 1968to42%in Lowell and Larson (Robert B. Luce property owners rebel and force i 
1974, and is still increasing. Local tax- Co., 1976), total tax exempt wealthof through drastic changes. Time may be : 
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The Council on Family 
Relations annual meet- 
ing in Jackson at the Holiday Inn Med 

on ac. 
Clark 
Sarah Anders, 
of , Louisiana 
Pineville, will be 
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Half of N.Y. Town Ordained 
To Qualify For Exemptions 


HARDENBURGH, N. Y. (BP) —To 
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a bite of te Uneaeal 
Doctors Organize es 
(Continued from page 1) ss 
Franklin T. Fowler, medical consul- . ; ; 
tant for the Southera Baptist Foreign MIBCB Gets Missionary In Residence 
—— a | 

ae Southern Baptist missionaries to North Brazil, Edd and Freda Trott 

sociate medical consultant for the P=a@e Convention, for the past eight years, is currently missionary in 
Foreign Mission Board, as executive bm the Mississippi Baptist Board attached to the Steward- g 
secretary. ¢ 
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Baptist Agency Opposes 
Public Programs For TM 


prayer and meditation in public 
schools. 


WASHINGTON (BP) — Transcen- 


dental Meditation (TM) is a religion,~ 


and, as such, should not receive public 
funds or be promoted by public prog- 
rams, according to a policy statement 
by a Baptist agency here. 

The Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs said that TM embodies 
both transcendent values and engages 
in ritual practices which are widely 
recognized aspects of religion. 

Because of the religious nature of 
TM, the committee pointed out ‘that 
advocates and adherents of TM should 
be afforded all First Amendment 
guarantees enjoyed by other religions, 
but should be subject to the same limi- 
tations imposed by the ‘No Establish- 
ment Clause’ of the First Amend- 
ment.”’ 


This action is in harmony with a re- 
solution passed by the 1976 session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
SBC statement on TM asserted that 
“the No Establishment Clause of the 
First Amendment forbids government 
sponsorship, financial support, or ac- 
tive involvement with religion by 
whatever name called, by whomever 
conducted, and-by whatever means 
propagated, and requires government 
to observe a posture of strict neutrality 
which neither advances nor inhibits 
religion.” - 


“One Nation Under God”’ 
In other actions the Baptist Joint 
Committee heard staff reports on 


scribe the nature and destiny of 
America than ‘One Nation Under 


God,’ James E. Wood Jr., the joint 
committee’s executive director, de- 
clared in his report. ‘At the same 
time, no phrase is used more often to 
mythologize and sanctify this nation 
before the world—whether right or 
rene protien tas, just or unjust,” he 
said. 


Every nation is “Under God,” the 
Baptist executive pointed out. How- 
ever, he said, ‘‘unfortunately, the 
phrase, ‘One Nation Under God,’ has 
also come to be used as a basis of 
American nationalism. As such, it 
Stands always as a potential threat to 
the free exercise of religion and the 
separation of church and state.”’ 


“It may well be that the most impor- 
tant problem confronting the church in 
our public life today lies in the wide- 
spread use of religion for political pur- 
poses,” Wood continued. “‘God re- 
ligion are not national resources which 
our nation can possess or contain 
within our national life; nor is God 
some national] resource we can har- 
ness or use. to serve our ‘national in- 
terests.’ we 


The churches must insist on the 
exercise of ‘‘the c role of relig- 
ion,’’ he said. ‘‘The Baptist Joint 
Committee does not exist to serve the 
national interests of either the United 
States or Canada, but rather to give 
authentic Christian witness to matters 
affecting public policy, as the exercise 
of our religious liberty.” 


Prayer in Public Schools 
In a report on silent prayer and 


“Country Crossroads” To Offer 
Country Music Birthday Calendar 
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Nearly 30 states have undertaken 
steps or are in the process toward 
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the silegt prayer and meditation 
periods 


In his report on the Unification 
Church, Garrett scored the “Moonie 
movement as heretical and sub- 
Christian and urged the churches to 
educate their members about the true 
nature of this new religion. However, 
he insisted that Baptists should be 
alert to defend the right of free exer- 
cise of religion on the part of the fol- 
lowers of Sun Myung Moon. 

In spite of the strong reactions 
against the Unification Church, Gar- 


Since Mississippi Baptists ob- 
served the State Mission Week of 
Prayer in September and since 
vad have been giving their money 

the 


‘| corner of her father’s farm. 


in 1917, and September was the 
month chosen for the observance. 
Program material then was 
scarce, leadership was unde- 


sippi WMU very nearly reac 


Observance of-State Mission widely 


Week of Prayer was inaugurated 
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With Internationals Set 
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Editorials 


_ Inspiration and Enthusiasm 


The annual Mississippi Baptist 
Convention is one of the most impor- 
tant gatherings held within our state 
during any year. There could not be a 
more important meeting than a body 
of Christian people gathering to dis- 
cuss the spread of the gospel, and 
that is what will be happening. And 
Baptists comprise the largest body of 
Christian people in the state. 

Those factors make the coming 
convention a highly important 
gathering. 

It will be the 141st annual session of 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention. 
As has been the practice since 1938, it 
will be held in the auditorium of First 
Baptist Church in Jackson. 

The convention does not control the 
churches or the members of the 
churches. It is the other way around. 
The churches send individuals to the 
convention to determine practices, 
policies, and procedures for the com- 
legates, as would be the case if they 
received a from their 
churches. term messenger re- 
flects the that likely the 
bear witness of the concern of their 
churches, but they state their own 
convictions as individuals as they 

enter into the decision-making pro- 


- normally 
The state property tax law is the one that 
affects more of our people. In the recent ses- 
sion of the Senator Noblin intro- 
duced Senate which is described as 
“‘an act to amend Section 79-11-33, Mississippi 
Code of 1972, to clarify legislative intent to 
Cay cerns re 
pay hbes andr place renee 
ministers, bishops rep 
in charge ef a district, conference 
or convention."’ Presently, the law states “any 
religious society, ecclesiastical body and/or 
any congregation thereof may hold and own at 

cee Sona wat 
would be amended to say ‘‘at any one OR 
See am - “Tngincesenantanedte the 

are: 
beg tae = ena am 
worship, with a reasonable quantity of ground 
annexed to such building or house. 

(b) The house or houses used as house 


do a lot of work between conventions. 
They handle information and check 
out questions in order to make con- 
vention proceedings more manage- 
able. But they don’t make the con- 
vention’s decisions. Only the conven- 
tion can do that, and the convention is 
made up of individuals coming to the 
annual meeting from every church in 
the state that decides to send some- 


one. 

All this is being put forth in an ef- 
fort to suggest to churches that it is 
time to begin thinking of the election 
of the messengers to the convention. 
It begins Nov. 16. The usual proce- 
dure is to elect those who intend to go. 
Thought given to the matter earlier, 
however, might encourage addi- 
tional people to be a part of the con- 
vention. 

If one person came from each of 
the churches in the state, the mes- 
senger registration would almost 
double. The fact that several attend 
from me ry churches means that a 
number Of churches do not have any 
members at all at the convention. 


selves into the scheme of sharing as 
will be determined by the conven- 
tion. will lose the tion 


tive in charge of a district, conference or con- 
vention, together with a of 


after being hammered out by a & 


budget committee and after being 
endorsed by the Executive Commit- 
tee and the Convention Board. It rep- 
resents the ible means,by which 
the churches affiliated with the Mis- 


sissippi Baptist Convention are going 


to share the Gospel of Christ with the 
entire world during 1977. It is the & 


largest budget ever for Missisisppi -*~s 


Baptists, and it reflects a deep con- 


cern for a lost and hurting world. It 2g 
will need the enthusiasm and cy ey - 
ap- 


of the broad base of Mississippi 
tists. 


Anew president will be elected. Dr. ii 


James Ri has been presi- 


dent of the convention almost for the § 
entire time the writer has been in the BR 


many churches were not rep- 
resented, and it could have been 
better 
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Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


Octobers ago I was a homesick “Alabama is an ugly state, especially in the 


freshman at Judson College in Marion, winter. You ought to see our mountains. 


you're really homesick that first time, faces as in the the windows of the 
places that never had seemed bus the evening star. Soon twilight 
important to you suddenly become the most blurred the harsh and softened 
cherished faces and places on earth. silhouettes of the trees. To her 
I wrote a letter home sy pare the landscape was drab. But to me it was 
decided : 
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for several years. I have read two of 
Tederal in the held of private 
higher education and am concerned about it 
I feel we as Christians should back you in 
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I like the old proverb: ‘He be he 
home.” 


king or peasant, who finds peace in 
Letters To The Editor 
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Baptists Plan Relief 


For Hurricane Victims 


LA PAZ, Mexico (BP) — Southern 
Baptists are preparing to provide dis- 
aster relief assistance to victims of 
Hurricane Liza which killed some 
1,000 persons and left 50,000 others 
homeless in Mexico. 


La Paz and cities on the west coast of 
Mexico’s mainland in the area of Los 
Mochis, north of Mazatlan, were heav- 
ily damaged, according-to the United 
States Agency for International De- 


velopment (USAID). The president of 
Mexico has declared it a disaster area. 

Besides the deaths (which involved 
no Baptists), hundreds of missing per- 
sons, and the homeless, La Paz has no 
electricity and food, according to W. 
Eugene Grubbs, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board’s disaster re- 
sponse coordinator. Food is reportedly 
not immediately available in the area 
nor is La Paz accessible by overland 
transportation. 


Indonesia Elects Two From State 


The Indonesia Baptist Mission (organization of Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries ) recently elected its executive committee. Three of the missionaries to 
pring —datmh pe Lead nF moe apr 2 Sar 


(Mrs. Thomas O.) 


War In Lebanon 


Affects Churches 


By Frances (Mrs. Wayne W.) Fuller women believers are left in the village. 
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“There are two Baptist churches in 
La Paz and a strong association of 
churches on the west coast of Mexico,” 
Grubbs noted. ‘‘Dr. Lee Baggett, 
Southern Baptist representative and 
the Mexican Baptist Mission’s disas- 
ter relief coordinator, and two other 
doctors are making a survey of the 
situation in La Paz. Wyatt W. Lee, 
Southern Baptist representative in 
Mexico, is surveying needs on the west 
coast. 

‘“‘They will render assistance as 
needed and survey medical, food and 
shelter needs. The board has au- 
thorized the spending of $25,000 im- 
mediately. Other funds will be made 
available as needed,”’ he said. 

If food is needed it will be distributed 
to those in need through local Baptists. 

“‘We are ready to provide anything 
needed in the way of assistance and 
have personnel, funds and food acces- 
sible and ready to move on notice,” 
explained Charles W. Bryan, the 
board’s area secretary for Middle 
America and the Caribbean. 

The Southern Baptist General Con- 
vention of California, through its dis- 
aster relief personnel and language 
missionaries, is also on standby, 
Grubbs said. Baptists in northern 
Mexico and southern California are 
ready to provide needed help and 
supplies. 

“‘We, of course, will not duplicate 
any other organization in relief ef- 


#3 
lit 
sé 


a 
i 


— op © cepetes pay gt me 2 CE 
we neh dla agp ohm =~ = 


Prayer Lift 
For Pastors: 
Oct. 17-23 


Tishomingo 
Oct, 17 


Jack Maroon, Belmont 
Dave Smith, Burnsville 
George Credille, Burton 
W. A. Hamilton, Calvary 
W. L. Oaks, Central 

Oct. 18 


G. D. Jones, 

Raymond Buchanan, Forest Grove 
Billy Feltman, Harmony Hill 
Charles Dampeer, Iuka 

Del Ortner, Mt. Moriah 

Oct. 19 


R. H. Thompson, Old Union 
Pat Howard, Paden 
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ADAMS 

CLIFF TEMPLE 
FBC NATCHEZ 
WASHINGT ON 


ALCORN 
£8C CORINTH 
HINKLE 

MOE LY 
OAKLAND 
RIENZI 

Ww CORINTH 


ATTALA 

FBC KOSCUISKO 
MCADAMS 
*™CCOOL 
PARKWAY 

SALL IS 
SPRINGDALE 
WILL TAMSVILLE 


BENTON 
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Woman’s Missionary Union Special Day Gifts Reach $26,781.33 
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Three MK’s Make Film 
For Bangkok Committee 


BANGKOK, Thailand — Despite 
cobras and a little red tape, three MK’s 
(missionaries’ kids) recently com- 
pleted a film for a Bangkok urban 
strategy committee. Bob Stewart, Jon 
Hill and Bob Congdon worked on the 
project most of the summer. 

For some of the pictures, the triohad 
to get'special permission, particularly 
to take pictures of the king of Thailand. 

They were also granted special 
permission to get some shots from the 
control tower of the Bangkok airport. 
They decided the permission was 
worth the delay and the red tape be- 
cause the tower turned out to be much 
safer than the runway. During an in- 
spection of the runway, cobras were 
noted in the wet, grassy areas adja- 
cent to the concrete. 

Some of the work was done from a 
room on the top floor of one of the 
major hotels in Bangkok, the Dusit 


Thani Hotel, and also from the 22nd 
floor of the Chokechai Building, ti.c 
tallest building in the city. They took 
pictures of churches, day carecenters, 
the mission hospital, house churches 
and slums. 

They acted out one section of the film 
— a robbery scene. Hill directed it as 
Congdon handled the lighting and 
Stewart did the filming. 

Stewart is the son of Missionaries 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stewart of Neb- 
raska and Alabama and Hill is the son 
of Missionaries Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
C. Hill of North Carolina. 

Congdon is the son of Colorado na- 
tives Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred H. Con- 
gdon, missionaries currently serving 
in Oshogbo, Nigeria. He is a missio- 
nary journeyman appointed in 1975 to 
work in the Mass Communications 
Department of the Thailand Baptist 
Mission. 


Today’s Youth — 


Advisory 


Mg Panel For 


Two Report On 
Work In Arkansas 


Two of Calvary, Tupelo’s young 
women, Tammy Jones and Sherry 
White, served as summer mis- 
sionaries in-Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
They worked in Vacation Bible School, 
back yard Bible studies, park minis- 
tries, and many other places of ser- 
vice. On their return they gave a re- 
port to the church on their activities 
expressing how much this mission 
work had meant to them. They plan to 
do similar work next summer. 


Summit Choir Sings At Ridgecrest 


First Church Youth Choir of Summit made a tour of eight states, stopping in North and South Carolina; Washington, D. C. ; 


Arlington, Va.; and Opryland, Nashville, Tenn. They sang at 
Conference, under the direction of Curtis Brewer. 
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Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly in North Carolina for the Youth 


Acteens 


BIRMINGHAM (BP)—The South- 
ern Baptist Woman's Missionary 
Union (WMU) has instigated plans for 
an Acteens National Advisory Panel to 
be composed of six exceptional high 
school students in the WMU’s Acteens 
missions program for girls. 

“The Acteens National Advisory 
Panél will give visibility to the organi- 
zation and will highlight opportunities 
for older Acteens in missions,” said 
ay Sutton, WMU Acteens consul- 
tant. 

Panel members will serve the dual 
purpose of planning for national Ac- 
teens programs and officially repre- 
senting Acteens when possible. 

The advisory panel will be chosen 
from a slate of Acteens nationwide 
who have submitted applications and 
who have met the requirements estab- 
lished by WMU. 

Charter members of WMU’s Ac- 
teens National Advisory Panel will be 
chosen prior to February 1, 1977, and 
will serve until December 1, 1977, 
when a second slate of panel members 
will be selected. 

Other responsibilities of the panel 
will beserving as hostesses for WMU’s 
annual meeting, June 11-14, 1977, in 
Kansas City, Mo., and perhaps writ- 
ing for Accent, WMU’s magazine for 
girls, grades 7-12. 

“We will be involving the older Ac- 
teens who are sharp girls actively par- 
ticipating in missions and our 
‘Studiact’ activities,” added Sutton. 

Six panel members and three alter- 
nates will be chosen from the applica- 
tions of Acteens who must face rigid 
requirements for panel consideration. ~ 

“Our premise is that girls can plan, 
without undue guidance, to give 

for overall Acteens prog- 
ramming and for the format and con- 
tent of Accent (which contains appli- 
cation forms for the advisory panel in 
its October issue.) 


teaching, proclaiming 
lated ministries of the Church.— 
Charles V. Koons. 
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ticipants will be admitted free of 
charge. 
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Youth Reach Out 


_In Home Mission 


By Allegra Brigham 
Photos by Birney Imes III 


Young people at the First Baptist 
Church of Columbus were involved 
this summer in what may become a 
significant -program in their 
community—a Backyard Bible 


y- 
“Jesus loves the little children, 


All the children of the world...” ~ 


These words, heard sb frequently 
in children’s Sunday School clas- 
ses, have taken on new meaning for 


a: 
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the Baptist youth engaged in lead- 
ership roles in the home mission 
program. 

The six-week Backyard Bible 
Study Program was spearheaded 
by First Baptist’s Associate Pastor 
Tom Warrington. ‘ 

“Last yeaf we went to New York 
and worked in such areas as 
Spanish Harlem. Then we asked 
ourselves, “Why can't we do this 
right here in Columbus?” 
explained the First Baptist as- 


sociate pastor. % 
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Pheba Church of Pheba, Clay 
County, has called the Rev. Andre 
Dobson as pastor. Rev. Dobson is a 
student at Blue Mountain College. He 
previously served as youth minister at 
Southside Church in Aberdeen and was 
interim pastor at Pheba for about 
three months before being called as 
pastor. 


He was ordained at Southside 
Church on September 19, 1976 with Dr. 
James Travis, Professor of New Tes- 
tament at Blue Mountain, Preaching 
the ordination sermon. 


First Faith (Panola) 
“ Advance In Mississippi”—Update 


First Faith Church, Panola County, 
observed the ordinance of baptism for 
the first time Sunday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 19. The setting was Davis Poc- 
ket on Sardis Lake. As Pastor Wesley 
Nicholass led the four candidates into 
the water, boat motors were stilled; 
campers and visitors gathered close 
by as the new.church witnessed an im- 
pressive baptismal ceremony. 

First Faith Church was one of the 
churches featured in the ‘‘Missions 
Advance in Mississippi’’ filmstrip. 
“The 49 members of First Faith Bap- 
tist Church are thankful Mississippi 
Baptists,” states the pastor. 


First Faith members moved into 
their new building August 15, and de- 
dieated it to the Lord. More than 100 
wére present. Rev. Jack Ginn 
preached the dedication sermon. 
Dovard Russell read the church his- 
tory. Rev. G. E. Jolley, Panola direc- 
tor of missions, led in dedicatory 


prayer. 
_ The church experienced revival dur- 
ing the week that followed, with six 
professions of faith and 10 joining by 
letter. Rev. Wesley Nicholass, pastor, 
preached. Mr. and Mrs. Don Waller 
led the music. One young man, Mal- 
colm Pinion, surrendered to preach 
and has since been licensed by his 
home church. He is busy supplying. 
Because of incomplete building, Va- 
cation Bible School was held in-a 
mobile home and in an unfinished 14’ x 
36’ addition. Classes overflowed into 


Devotional 


the yard. There was an average atten- 
dance of 50, with a mission offering of 
$31.56. 

The WMU of First Faith set a state 
missions goal of $100. There was hon- 
est doubt as to whether it could be 
reached. The church had just ‘‘gotten 
together” $5000 for a down payment on 
their building and several hundred had 
been given on building materials for 
the pastor’s living quarters. At the end 
of September, a total of $115:05 had 
been given to the Margaret Lackey 
State Missions Offering. 


Voice From The Great Speckled Box 


By James W. Duke, Pastor, First, Shelby 


First Church, Vernona, has broken ground for a new multipurpose life center, 
to be ready for use in the late fall of this year. Building Committee, left to right: 
Stanley Ryan, Charles Bailey, Jimmy Johnson, Ted Johnson, Wayne Farrar, Joe 
Shuffield, and Ray Glover. 


Homecoming day at Sunshine 
Charch, Rankin County, on October 17 
will feature a morning sermon by the 
pastor, Rev. Mike Willoughby, and an 
afternoon message by a former pas- 
tor, Rev. Shalley Vaughn. Tommy 
Smith, minister of music and youth, 
says there will be special music in the 
afternoon following dinner on the 
ground. There will be no night service. 


Gooden Lake Church, Belzoni, will 


have homecoming day on October 17, 
with services beginning at 10 a.m. 
of 


Members of Briarwood near Meri- 
dian will celebrate their church's 
seventh anniversary on October 17. 
Lunch will be served at the church. 
Guests for the afternoon song service 
will be Arlos and Barbara Nichols and 
Benny Egler. The church recently 
celebrated their’ freedom-from debt. 
All buildings and property, valued at 
$100,000, have been completely paid 
for. The Rev. T. J. Wood is pastor. 


Homecoming will be observed at 
New Hope Church (Leake) on 
November 7. Following Sunday school 
and the morning worship service din- 
ner on the ground will be served. At 1 
p.m. “The Lawmen’”’ from Laurel will 
appear in an old-fashioned gospél sing- 
ing. During intermission of the sing- 

of 


Canoy is the pastor ing, present and former members 
yo the church who were members fifty 
% years ago will present “Fifty Years of 
Memories At New Hope.” The church 


on the cemetery lawn at 1:30 p.m. Rev. 
Leonard Holloway is the pastor. 
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following the War Between the States, 
is currently celebrating its fiftieth 
year in the present church building. 
Those present who have not visited the 
pastorium, completed on June | of this 
year, will be invited to do so im- 
mediately following the gospel sing- 
ing. Jimmy Young is the pastor at New 


McInnis Completes 25th Year 
As Hattiesburg City Pastor 


The Rev. Garland McInnis in Sep- 
tember observed his 25th anniy 
as city pastor in the Hattiesburg-Petal 
oe area. In 


He was elected Hattiesburg’s Out-, 
standing Citizen in 1952. In 1971 he was 
given the Silver Beaver Award for out- 
standing work with Boy Scouts. For 
ten years he sponsored a home for old 


Turkey Creek To 


latives of the 20 original undersigners 
Sponsor Crusade 


as well as from numerous other area 
residents. 

One of the greatest by-products of 
his work, according to Rev. McInnis, 
was the organization of Southside 
Church on Bernice Ave. in 1972. Rev. 
McInnis served as its pastor for 19% ‘ober 13, 14, and 15 at 7 p.m. 
years, retiring in 1971 due to illness. 
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1976, he was elected president of himself 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
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Il Corinthians 9:6-7: “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully . . God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 


Every year in our church we set aside one service to listen to 
the voices of the tithers and the tight-wads. We usually bring 
out the gray speckled card file box containing the records of 
our members’ offerings during the year. This little box con- 
= 2% tains a card for each member with a record of all the faith 

@ he’s mustered and all the money he’s given through God’s 
local storehouse. We then place that ugly gray card file box on 
the beautiful communion table, open it carefully, explain its 
|use; and then with ears attune, we just let that “Great 
=> Speckled Box” speak to our hearts. You see, money does have 
a voice. To the materialist it cries, ‘More, more,” to the miser 


maybe they are foolish enough to that for the Christian who's unfaithful 
there is no day of ! 

Another voice joining this off-key chorus of stewards is that of the ‘‘Part 

Patriarchs.” These know that there is a day of accounting and they render 


Join God’s Plant Te Presper people this and be a voice from a field planted 
well; so that your card can say one year from now, ‘Not a mite did I withhoid.”’ 


Revival Dates 


During Cooperative Program Month in October 
Families praying together can give immeasurable support to all areas of ministry and mis- 
sions. Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life style. 
Keep this handy a3 a prayer reminder. Read aloud the prayer suggestions for each day in 
family members to mention other matters of prayer. Pray together for the people 
and ministries suggested. 


i 


i 
i 


